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July Shabbat Candle Lighting Times

Fitness - open
12 - 5 pm

Pool - open
 12 - 4 pm

JFT & SMMJA
Closed

HOURS
Friday, July 4thJuly Holiday Hours

CSJCC Fitness
Friday, July 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Open: 12-5 pm
Saturday, July 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Open: 12-5 pm

CSJCC Pool
Friday, July 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Open: 12-4 pm
Saturday, July 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Open: 12-8 pm

Jewish Tulsa
Friday, July 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         CLOSED

SMMJA
Friday, July 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         CLOSED
Saturday, July 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      CLOSED

Friday, Jul 3, 2026		  8:27 PM

Friday, Jul 10, 2026	 8:25 PM

Friday, Jul 17, 2026	 8:22 PM

Friday, Jul 24, 2026	 8:18 PM

Friday, Jul 31, 2026	 8:12 PM
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The reason Jewish Tulsa exists is simple: to serve the 
Jewish community and help ensure its future. In a 
moment like this, that means more than speaking 
clearly about the challenges we face. It means building 
the relationships necessary to protect our community, 
advance our interests, and ensure that Jewish life in 
Tulsa is strong, secure, and able to flourish.

That is the work.

At a time of rising antisemitism, growing polarization, 
and real pressure on the institutions that sustain 
Jewish life, the Jewish community cannot afford to 
be isolated. We cannot afford to be an afterthought. 
If we want to keep our community safe, defend our 
interests, support Israel, protect religious freedom, 
and strengthen Jewish confidence in public life, we 
need more than good intentions. We need access. We 
need credibility. We need influence.

Those things are built through relationships.

When Jewish Tulsa invests in relationships with 
elected officials, civic leaders, law enforcement, and 
partners across public life, it is not symbolic. It is 
pragmatic. It is how we make sure our community is 
seen, heard, and taken seriously. It is how we ensure 
that when something matters, we are not introducing 
ourselves in the middle of a crisis for the first time. It 
is how we create the conditions for real advocacy and 
real results.

And the impact of those relationships is real.

They help ensure that Jewish concerns are 
understood by people in a position to act. They 
create opportunities to address problems before 
they become emergencies. They make it possible to 
advocate more effectively on security, antisemitism, 
Israel, and the broader needs of Jewish communal life. 
They help position Jewish Tulsa as a respected and 
constructive voice within it.

That matters enormously right now.

In a more fractured political environment, it is 
tempting to view every relationship through a 
partisan lens. But for a Jewish communal institution, 
that would be a mistake. Our job is not to sort people 
by party and engage only those who make us most 
politically comfortable. Our job is to advance the 
needs of the Jewish community. That requires broad 
relationships, serious engagement, and the discipline 
to stay focused on outcomes.

That is where nonpartisanship comes in.

Jewish Tulsa is nonpartisan not as an end in itself, but 
because it is the only way to do this work properly. 

We represent Jews of many political views. 
Democrats, Republicans, Independents, and 
the politically homeless. More importantly, 
we are responsible for serving the whole 
community. Nonpartisanship allows us 
to build relationships across the political 
spectrum, engage leaders wherever they are, 
and advocate from a place of mission rather 
than party loyalty.

In other words, nonpartisanship is the vehicle. Impact 
is the goal.

A recent day at Jewish Tulsa illustrated that clearly. 
We hosted Congressman Kevin Hern in the morning 
and Mayor Monroe Nichols in the afternoon. Two 
leaders from different political parties. Two important 
relationships. One mission. What matters most is 
not the symbolism of that fact, but the substance 
of it. Jewish Tulsa is building the kind of broad 
and credible standing that allows us to move the 
community’s interests forward.

That is good for our community.

It means our leaders know us. It means our concerns 
are part of the conversation. It means that when 
challenges arise, we are not standing outside the room 
hoping to be let in. It means Jewish Tulsa is doing the 
patient, serious work required to translate communal 
needs into communal influence.

There is something hopeful in that. Even in a 
polarized age, it is still possible to build trust, 
strengthen partnerships, and create real opportunities 
for Jewish life to flourish. That is what Jewish Tulsa is 
here to do. And that is why the relationships we build 
matter so much.  

Founded in 1930 by Tulsa 
Section, National Council of 

Jewish Women
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“Even in a polarized age, it 

is still possible to build trust, 

strengthen partnerships, and 

create real opportunities for 

Jewish life to flourish.” 

DIRECTOR’S CORNER
by Joe Roberts, Executive Director 

Kehila – Community
Fostering a connected and collaborative Jewish community, characterized by 

respect, empathy, and understanding.

Tzedek – Justice
Continuously improving the quality of life of all Tulsans, as well as our partners in 

Israel and abroad, through philanthropic giving of our resources and time

L’Dor V’Dor – From Generation to Generation
Sustaining the culture, traditions, and collective memory of the Jewish people, 

through innovative intergenerational programming that is meaningful,  
educational, and fun. 
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Women’s Philanthropy: Knead a Night Out?! | Thursday, July 16 | 6:30 pm | 
SMMJA Lobby  
Ladies, grab a friend and join us for a fun evening of wine, conversation, and challah! 
We'll kick things off in the SMMJA lobby with time to mingle before rolling up our sleeves 
for a hands-on challah baking workshop. Whether you're a challah-braiding pro or trying 
it for the very first time, you'll leave with a ready-to-bake loaf, some new baking tips, and 
hopefully a few new connections too. 
RSVP: JewishTulsa.org/knead26

YALLA Pool Party | Sunday, July 19 | 1 pm | Sharna & Irvin Frank Aquatics 
Center
Join us for a come-and-go pool day with other young Jewish adults in Tulsa. We’ll have 
an assortment of snacks to nosh on while we network and relax by the pool. Come to 
meet our ever-growing young adult community in a casual setting. YALLA (Young Adult 
Cohort) are Jewish adults ages 21-40. 
RSVP: JewishTulsa.org/yalla-pool-July26

Lunch Bunch | Wednesday, July 29 | 12 pm | SMMJA Lobby
Join us for a very special Lunch Bunch as we welcome our former shlicha, Chen Shoval 
(2020-2023), who is in Tulsa for a two-week visit with her family. Less than two months 
after they moved back to Israel, October 7th took place and changed the Jewish world 
forever. With a fierce passion for education, Chen continued with a year of traveling in 
India and working for the World Zionist Organization. Learn about what Chen and her 
family have been up to for the last three years, including her role at the World Zionist 
Organization. $13 optional lunch
RSVP: JewishTulsa.org/lb-July26

 

YALLA Painting Night | Monday, August 3 | 6 pm | Purple Glaze
Beat the summer heat with an indoor painting activity and schmoozing with your fellow 
young adult community. In preparation for the High Holidays, we're painting items for 
our Rosh Hashanah dinners. You have the choice between a honey jar or a divided plate, 
perfect for presenting your apples and honey! Registration is $18 per person and includes 
the studio fee, your ceramic item, all painting materials, and dinner! YALLA (Young Adult 
cohort) is for Jewish adults ages 21-40. This program is in collaboration with Moishe Pod 
Tulsa.

RSVP: JewishTulsa.org/yalla-paint26 RSVP: JewishTulsa.org/jmoms-june26

UPCOMING EVENTS UPCOMING EVENTS

INTRODUCING….YALLA! 

PJ Library Pool Party | Sunday, July 12 | 9 am-12 pm 
Dive in and cool down with a splashtastic morning by the pool! We'll have plenty of 
snacks, great music, and lots of fun in the sun with family and friends! Bring your 
swimsuit, a towel (don’t forget your sunscreen!) and get ready to make summer memories 
with us. Hosted by PJ Parent Partners, Jenny Wilner and Becca Sterling. 
RSVP: JewishTulsa.org/pj-pool-July26

Childhood Vaccines: Fact, Fear, Fiction | Sunday, August 2 | 9:30 am | 
Jewish Tulsa
Join Jewish Tulsa's Maimonides Society for an informative, judgment-free seminar on 
childhood vaccines and the rise of infectious diseases. Presented with Ascension St. John 
and chaired by Dr. Jill Wenger, the event features local experts, including pediatricians, 
infectious disease specialists, and healthcare professionals. As vaccine-preventable 
illnesses reemerge nationwide, many people have questions. This seminar offers accurate 
information, addresses concerns, and encourages open discussion. Attendees can hear 
from experts and ask questions about impacts on Oklahoma families. Open to parents, 
grandparents, professionals, and community members interested in learning more. All 
are welcome to participate and engage in this important community conversation.
RSVP: JewishTulsa.org/childhood-vaccines

After over six years of Young Jewish Professionals (YJP), our young adult cohort is rebranding to YALLA. 
Yalla—an Arabic word widely used across Israel and the Middle East— means “come on” or “follow me.” We often hear that 
how the young adults are the future of the Jewish world, so it is quite fitting that the meaning of is interpreted as “follow me.” 
People from all generations are looking towards our young adults to be leaders of the community, now and in the future. Not 
only is YALLA a catchy, well-loved word amongst our young adults, we’ve expanded it to be a beautiful acronym representing 
what our young adults bring to the greater Tulsa community. 
YALLA: Young Adult  Leadership  Legacy  Action 
The young adults of Jewish Tulsa are leaving their Legacy on the community 
through Actions. They have stepped into many Leadership roles with 
prime examples in our board and committee positions: Board President, 
Tyler Coretz; Israel Engagement Committee chairs, Evan Charney and 
Yonatan Schmidt; Ben-Gurion Society chairs, Hillary and Ben Aussenberg; 
Chai Society chairs, David Howman and Jordyn Kay (Austin Polun and 
Rosalie Silberg 2025). Our young adults have bought in to Jewish Tulsa 
with 52 people participating in the 2025 Annual Campaign and over 65 
already pledged or gave in 2026! YALLA is made up of active young adults 
participating in both leadership and legacy building actions. 

Pressed Florals Class with Chen Shoval | Thursday, July 30 | 7 pm | 
Nothings Left Brewery
Join former shlicha Chen Shoval (2020–2023) for a creative and hands-on evening 
celebrating the beauty of nature. Chen will share expert tips and techniques for selecting, 
preparing, and pressing flowers before guiding participants in creating their own pressed 
floral masterpiece in a floating glass frame. Using your creativity and imagination, you'll 
transform delicate blooms into a unique work of art to display at home. $18 per person
RSVP: JewishTulsa.org/florals26
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When I was first asked to write this 
article, I wasn't sure where to start. 
So let me tell you how I got here. Last 

year, I volunteered to help pass SB 942 and SB 991, 
two bills combating antisemitism in Oklahoma. 
The process was exhausting. Endless phone calls, 
many trips to the Capitol, and a solid collection of 
antisemitic tropes. But the hardest part had nothing 
to do with the opposition.
At the time, I was a political consultant, and clients 
I had worked hard to get elected chose to vote 
against Jewish civil rights. My heart knew I could 
no longer use my skills to work against myself and 
my community. I walked away from my firm in the 
middle of a session with no job lined up and no idea 
what would come next. 
Oddly enough, a moment I experienced at Camp 
Shalom helped me make sense of what I would write 
today. Camp Shalom's third week centers on the 
value of Ometz Lev, a Hebrew term meaning "heart 
strength", bravery, or courage. Simply put, to do the 
right thing even when it is hard. During the Boker 
Tov session, a simple challenge appeared on the 
screen: "Try something new."
Reading that challenge, I realized it perfectly 
captures what you and I are doing together: trying 
something new. At times, the path ahead feels 
uncertain or even intimidating, but we have chosen 
to move forward together.
Here is a quick snapshot of what the last four 
months have looked like since I took on the role as 
Jewish Tulsa’s Director of Public Affairs.  
One of the first things I did was start having coffee 
with clergy across Tulsa or inviting them to our 
museum. So far, I have met with nearly two dozen 
clergy across Tulsa. Conversations range from Israel 
and our local community to what Jewish life looks 
like and how they can help. These conversations 
have turned into great relationships and steps for 
action.
During one visit to the Sherwin Miller Museum 
of Jewish Art, I walked a local pastor through the 
Holocaust exhibit. When we reached the camp 
section, I paused, looked him in the eyes, and 
pointed past the barbed wire to a collection of items 
that would have been in a Jewish home before the 
war. "There is our life." We stood in silence together 
as he tried to take in everything around him. Later, 

he told me that experience had significantly increased 
his passion to stand for the Jewish community. He 
is now working on bringing his church school to 
the museum, organizing church group visits, and 
using our organization as a resource to combat 
antisemitism.
When wildfires tore through Texas County in 
February, Jewish Tulsa showed up. I drove to the 
panhandle and delivered relief supplies to volunteer 
fighters, officers, and victims on the ground. Today, 
Jewish Tulsa hats are being worn by firefighters on 
the other side of the state. That response also opened 
a door I did not expect. I have since connected with 
all 77 county emergency managers across Oklahoma 
so that when disaster strikes any community, we can 
rapidly respond and assess what that community 
needs. We recently put that network to work when a 
tornado hit Enid. In both cases, community members 
were touched and surprised by our outreach. We were 
able to show who we are: Oklahomans who care for 
Oklahomans.
Politically, we have been very successful. We have 
been honored to have mayors, state senators, 
state representatives, county commissioners, law 
enforcement leaders, and the Oklahoma Attorney 
General visit our campus and discuss the needs of 
the Jewish community. Recently, we hosted Senator 
James Lankford and Congressman Kevin Hern, both 
of whom are dedicated to building a vibrant Jewish life 
here in Tulsa. Elected officials from both sides of the 
aisle are eager to visit our community, and regardless 
of political affiliation, they all end their conversations 

by asking the same question: What can we do for the 
community?
It is because of this work that, in April, we were 
able to do something historic in Oklahoma City. In 
partnership with the OKC Federation, ADL, and 
StandWithUs we held the first-ever Yom HaShoah 
Ceremony at the State Capitol. A solemn, brutalist 
black candle holder commanded the space, and 
candles were scattered across the table alongside 
the names and stories of victims. When the Camp's 
Kaddish (a version of the mourner’s kaddish while 
listing the names of concentration camps) began, a 
heavy silence filled the room. The significance of that 
moment was easy to spot. In a time when many choose 
not to stand by our side, we have elected officials who 
intentionally go against the grain. Immediately after 
the ceremony, Senator Julie Daniels, the floor leader 
of the Oklahoma State Senate, took the time to thank 
us and called it a much-needed start to a beautiful 
tradition. She hopes to push for greater official 
recognition of Yom HaShoah at the Capitol next year.
Additionally, I realized early on that an important part 
of this work is helping shape how the next generation 
understands Jewish life and history. We have been 
fortunate to build relationships with regional public 
school superintendents and leaders from Oklahoma 
universities, creating opportunities for meaningful 
partnership and education.
Together, we are laying the groundwork to support 
educators and students by positioning our campus as 
a resource for learning about Jewish history, culture, 
and identity. These collaborations also allow our 
organization to serve as a trusted partner in addressing 
and combating antisemitism in Oklahoma schools, 
helping to secure a more understanding and stronger 
community for future generations.

In May, Jewish Federations of North America asked 
Jewish Tulsa to send a representative to Washington, 
DC, for the Securing Our Communities fly-in. I joined 
more than 400 Jewish leaders from 82 communities 
across the country on Capitol Hill. We held over 200 
meetings with Congressional members with one clear 
purpose: we must pass the Jewish American Security 
Act. This bipartisan bill, led by Senator James Lankford 
and Senator Jacky Rosen, would boost Nonprofit 
Security Grant Program funding to $1 billion, 
create a new grant for places of worship, require the 
Department of Education to designate an antisemitism 
coordinator, and establish new regulations to combat 
antisemitism at colleges receiving federal funding.
The fact that Senator Lankford and Congressman Hern 
had already visited our campus made our meetings in 
Washington significantly easier, giving us a foundation 
of shared understanding that many of our peers lacked. 
In fact, our conversation with Senator Lankford led to 
the inclusion of armed security funding. They already 
knew us; they already understood what we were living 
with. They confirmed our community's needs and told 
us they were ready to fight for us.
All of this happened because we tried something new 
together.
Rabbi Nachman of Breslov offers a beautiful teaching 
based on a Talmudic verse: "The world was created for 
my sake." He believed the biggest spiritual problem a 
person faces is not sin or doubt. It is smallness. The 
tendency to shrink yourself, to believe you do not 
matter, to let despair and fear convince you that your 
presence in the world is insignificant. We could have 
chosen that path as a community, but instead we chose 
to recognize that our presence here in Tulsa is anything 
but insignificant, and we are just getting started.  

by Jacob Parra, Director of Public Affairs
A Fresh Start 

Jewish Federation Professionals at the Securing Our Communities Fly-In, Washington, DC

Secure Community Network (SCN), Director Michael Masters
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Fitness Challenge: Just One More July
This July, we're challenging you to discover the power of just one more. The Just One 
More July Challenge is all about small actions that lead to big results. Every time you step 
into the gym, challenge yourself to go a little further than you did before—one more rep, 
one more minute, one more lap, one more stretch, or even one more day of showing up 
for yourself. There’s no complicated program to follow and no competition except with 
yesterday’s version of you. Simply move your body in a way that feels right, then choose 
one small way to push beyond your comfort zone. After each workout, share your “+1” on 
our Community Fitness Board and watch as individual efforts become a collective story of 
strength, perseverance, and growth. Because lasting change doesn’t happen all at once—it 
happens one extra step, one extra effort, and one more moment of commitment at a time.

Girls Scouts at the Pool | Sunday, July 12 | 1 pm | Sharna & Irvin Frank 
Aquatics Center
Girl Scouts exists to build girls of courage, confidence, and character who make the world a 
better place. This is the essence of tikkun olam; to repair the world and leave things better 
than you found them. Recognizing this, we think it is the perfect time to start a new troop 
here at the JCC! Come join us for a beautiful day at the pool and learn more about how Girl 
Scouts and Jewish living intertwine! Girl Scouts is geared for girls ages 5-13. 
RSVP: csjcc.org/gs-pool

Volunteer | Friday, July 10 | 10:30 am | Meals on Wheels
Join us for a meaningful volunteer morning helping prepare important mailings. We’ll be 
stuffing and sealing envelopes in a relaxed and seated volunteer opportunity. Please arrive 
a few minutes early so we can start on time at 10:30 am. We will volunteer until 12:30 pm. 
Only 12 spots available — please sign up in advance. 
RSVP: cjscc.org/volunteer-July26 

Spin Pop-Up | Tuesday, August 25 | 1:15 pm | Dance Studio
Ready to get back on a bike—or try spin for the very first time? Join us for a high-energy 
August Pop-Up Spin Class designed to challenge, motivate, and energize you. This low-
impact workout is easy on the joints while delivering a powerful cardiovascular boost, 
helping you build endurance, relieve stress, and enjoy that post-workout endorphin rush. 
We'll ride through a fun mix of hills, jumps, and sprints set to an energizing playlist. 
Whether you're looking to push your limits or simply enjoy a fun ride with great music, this 
class is for you. Space is extremely limited with only 9 bikes available, so reserve your spot 
today before they're gone! 
RSVP: cjscc.org/spin-aug26

Camp Shalom Alumni Shabbat | Friday, July 10 | 3:30 pm | Barbara & Dave 
Sylvan Auditorium
Alumni are invited to join our campers for a special Shabbat experience filled with 
warmth, connection, and tradition. Reconnect with the spirit of camp as you share in 
a meaningful evening of songs, stories, and community alongside the next generation. 
Enjoy a bite of delicious challah, lively conversation, and the unique energy of celebrating 
Shabbat together. We can’t wait to welcome you back to Camp Shalom!

RSVP: csjcc.org/alumni-fri-July26

Tzofim Friendship Caravan | Wednesday, July 8 | 3 pm | Barbara & Dave 
Sylvan Auditorium
Get ready for high energy and joy! The Tzofim Friendship Caravan is returing, featuring 
10 talented Israeli scouts performing an unforgettable show of music and dance. These 
charismatic teens from the Israel Boy and Girl Scouts Federation will bring the spirit of 
Israel directly to our community, fostering friendship and, of course, giving us all a chance 
to sing and dance along. The program is free and open to all, but advance sign-up is 
required.
RSVP: csjcc.org/caravan26

Camp Shalom Alumni Pool Party | Saturday, July 18 | 7 pm | Sharna & Irvin 
Frank Aquatics Center
More Than a Summer. A Connection for Life. To build Camp Shalom as more than a 
summer camp by creating lasting connections that engage, inspire, and unite our alumni at 
every stage of life. Join us for Camp Shalom’s second alumni pool event as we begin building 
Camp Shalom as more than a summer camp by creating lasting connections that engage, 
inspire, and unite our alumni at every stage of life. Come swim, reconnect, and celebrate the 
memories, friendships, and ruach that make Camp Shalom so special.
RSVP: csjcc.org/alumni-July26 

End of Summer Bash | Saturday, August 1 | 7 pm | Sharna & Irvin Frank 
Aquatics Center
All camp families are invited to attend a camp-style Shabbat dinner! We will share the 
Jewish tradition of welcoming the Sabbath (a day of rest, reflection, and good food). It’s less 
about rules and more about togetherness — slowing down, connecting, unplugging, and 
sharing stories, songs, and maybe even a few silly jokes. You don’t have to be Jewish to enjoy 
it — everyone’s welcome at the table! $20/family
RSVP: csjcc.org/summer-bash26

UPCOMING EVENTS UPCOMING EVENTS
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The JCC is excited to welcome Cade Lopez to our team 
of personal trainers. Cade is a former NCAA Division I 
athlete and NJCAA National Champion football player 

who earned a Bachelor of Science in Exercise and Sports 
Science from The University of Tulsa, graduating Magna Cum 
Laude. He obtained his first personal training certification 
more than four years ago and has continued to expand 
his knowledge through ongoing education and hands-on 
experience.
Over the past four years, Cade has trained clients while 
completing his degree and gaining experience working with 
a wide range of populations. Most recently, he served as the 
strength and conditioning coach for The University of Tulsa 
women’s tennis team during its offseason and as the fitness 
lead at a youth tennis academy. During his undergraduate 
studies, Cade also led a physical education class as part of his 
coursework, developing valuable skills in group instruction, 
motivation, and fitness education. In addition, he is an 
approved state vendor who provides training services for 

individuals with special needs.
Cade has led group fitness classes 
ranging from high-energy, 
full-body workouts to recovery-
focused sessions. His experience 
spans all ages and abilities, 
including youth athletes, adults, 
older adults, and individuals 
with special needs. This diverse 
background enables him to create 
personalized training programs 
tailored to each client's unique 
goals, fitness level, and abilities.
To schedule a personal training session with Cade or any of 
our other certified personal trainers, call or visit the Fitness 
Desk at 918-935-3681.
Whatever your starting point, the CSJCC is here to support your 
journey and help you grow stronger in mind, body, and soul.  

I was seven years old the first time I knocked on a 
neighbor’s door selling cookies. I don’t recall my words, 
but I distinctly remember the feeling of recognition that 

came with the connection, and the understanding that I had 
something to offer. 
I grew up as a Girl Scout. At the time, I didn’t have words for 
what it was giving me—the early taste of salesmanship, the 
projects centered around making the world a little better, the 
quiet lesson of the value of showing up and putting in the work, 
and the emphasis on building lasting friendships. I just knew 
the joy it brought me, and that I wanted it in my life.
I carried all that forward in ways I didn’t fully recognize until far 
later—into building a business from the ground up, into years of 
volunteer work here in Tulsa, into becoming a mom. And then 
in February, I became the Chief Mission Delivery Officer of Girl 
Scouts of Eastern Oklahoma, and something clicked.
The more I learned about the organization, the more I recognized 
it. Girl Scouts exists to build girls of courage, confidence, and 
character who make the world a better place. That is what tikkun 
olam means to me—the repair of the world, the Jewish mandate 
to leave things better than you found them. I hadn’t expected to 
walk into a new job and feel that kind of resonance, but there it 
was, and it felt like coming home.
It’s also why, when the idea of a troop at the JCC came up, it felt 
natural and necessary.

When I became a mom—to son 
Teddy and daughter Dalia—I 
started noticing that many of my 
friends with daughters weren’t 
involved in Girl Scouts. Not 
because they weren’t interested, 
but because there was no obvious 
on ramp that felt like theirs. No 
space where their Jewish identity 
and their daughter’s growth could 
exist in the same room.
As that connection dawned on me, so did the drive to create 
one.
A troop at the JCC isn’t a merger of two separate things—it’s 
an acknowledgment, with the wonderful support of leadership 
on both sides, that they were never that separate to begin with. 
That a girl can earn a badge and grow up knowing what it 
means to repair the world, and that those two things point in 
the same direction.
That seven-year-old at the door didn’t know any of that yet, but 
the foundation was being set. I can’t wait to see what comes 
from giving our girls the same opportunity in a space that 
feels like home. To learn more about the new Girl Scout Troup 
housed at the JCC, please come to our first event on Sunday, 
July 12 at 1 pm (see pg. 11).  

 

by Kate Columbia, CMDO/COO, Girl Scouts  

WELCOME CADE LOPEZ, PERSONAL TRAINER

FROM COOKIE SALES TO CHIEF MISSION DELIVERY 
OFFICER: WHY GIRL SCOUTS BELONG HERE

Cade Lopez

Kate Columbia
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Share your simchas with the entire community!  
Send us your b’nai mitzvah, wedding announcement, 

birth of a child, graduation, or other milestone for 
our “simchas” section each month. 

Send submissions for the Tulsa Jewish Review to 
Sandy Sloan, sandy@jewishtulsa.org

Isabella Silberg and Shane Ross were 
married on Sunday, May 24, 2026 at the 
Tulsa Club Hotel in downtown Tulsa. 
The Silberg and Ross families are thrilled 
to celebrate this joyous occasion and are 
excited for Isabella and Shane as they 
begin this next chapter in their lives 
together. Mazel Tov to the newlyweds 
and their families! 

Former shaliach (Israel emissary) Shahaf Feinkuchen 
and Hadas Cohen Feinkuchen returned to Israel just in 

time to welcome their baby boy, Noam, into the world. 
He was born May 14th, weighing in at 7 lbs 7 ounces 

and measuring 20 inches. Big sister Idan is happy and 
getting used to her new role as big sister. The family is 

doing well and already misses the Tulsa community. 

CELEBRATE SIMCHAS!

THURSDAY, 8/20 7 PM

DUST BOWLS
& JEWISH SOULS

CIRCLECINEMA.ORG918-585-FILM

Dust Bowls and Jewish Souls reveals the
Jewish world that shaped Woody
Guthrie, from his Yiddish poet mother-
in-law onward, with director Steven
Pressman in attendance, presented
with the Jewish Federation of Tulsa and
the Woody Guthrie Center. DIRECTOR STEVEN

PRESSMAN IN
ATTENDANCE!

          2315 E. 69th Street 

 Tulsa, OK 

                          Since 1955 
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~ EVENTS & EXHIBITIONS ~

~ UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS ~

Totally Tumarkin 
Brodsky Gallery
A recent donation from Sam and Rene Sax of Chicago has brought a series of prints by 
renowned Israeli artist Igael Tumarkin to The Sherwin Miller Museum of Jewish Art, 
where they are now on public display for the first time.
Paired with sculptures by Aharon Bezalel, the exhibition highlights two influential Israeli 
artists whose work reflects themes of history, identity, and cultural heritage. Together, 
their art offers visitors a unique glimpse into the diversity and richness of Israeli artistic 
expression.

Tchotchke  
Mezzanine Gallery
What exactly is a tchotchke?
From souvenir spoons and ceramic figurines to keepsakes passed down through 
generations, tchotchkes are the treasured objects that tell the stories of our lives. Named 
after the Yiddish word for a small decorative trinket, this exhibition celebrates the humor, 
nostalgia, and personal meaning behind these beloved possessions.
Featuring items from both the museum’s collection and members of the Jewish Tulsa 
community, Tchotchke explores how ordinary objects can preserve extraordinary 
memories.

Michael Knigin: Remembrance 2000 & Anne Frank Series 
Katharine Penson Miller Fine Art Gallery
This exhibition features selected works from Michael Knigin's Remembrance 2000 and 
Anne Frank Series, created to honor the victims, survivors, and heroes of the Holocaust 
while encouraging reflection on the consequences of prejudice and intolerance.
Using historical photographs, symbolic imagery, collage, and digital techniques, Knigin 
transformed documentary sources into powerful visual narratives. Together, these works 
explore memory, resilience, and the importance of preserving Holocaust history for future 
generations.

60th Anniversary Exhibition 
Opening Summer 2026
This special exhibition marks the museum’s 60th anniversary 
through highlights from its permanent collection. Featured works 
span centuries of Jewish artistic and cultural history and include 
significant collection pieces such as Boris Schatz’s Miniature Torah 
Ark (c. 1920), one of the foundational objects that helped establish 
the Museum's original collection. Additional works reflect the 
history of Jewish communities throughout Oklahoma and the 
collecting efforts that led to the creation of The Sherwin Miller 
Museum of Jewish Art.

14 15JewishTulsa .org



THE MIRIAM WEINER JEWISH GENEALOGY 
COLLECTION AT THE SMMJA

by Phil Goldfarb, President Jewish Geneological Society

At the annual membership meeting of The 
Sherwin Miller Museum of Jewish Art 
(SMMJA) on May 13, 2026, it was announced 

that a massive genealogy collection and archival 
material spanning five decades will be donated to 
the Museum by internationally renowned Jewish 
genealogist Miriam Weiner. 

Miriam has been called “A Rock Star in the Jewish 
Genealogy World,” “The Genealogist Who lifted the 
Archival Iron Curtain,” and “The First Lady of Jewish 
Genealogy.”
Some of her achievements include:
•  Founder and President of the Routes to Roots 

Foundation, an internationally recognized Jewish 
genealogical website that has received numerous 
awards. To view, go to: www.rtrfoundation.org.

•  Co-editor of The Encyclopedia of Jewish Genealogy, 
Sources in the United States and Canada (1991).

•  Syndicated columnist of Roots and Branches 
published in over 100 newspapers and periodicals 
worldwide (1980s-1990s).

•  The first Jewish genealogist certified by the Board for 
Certification of Genealogists (1985).

•  Executive Director of the American Gathering of 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors (1985-1986).

•  The first recipient of the National Genealogical 
Society’s Individual Achievement Award (1991) as 
well as their President’s Citation Award (2019); and 
the Genealogy in Tourism Award (2023).

•  Recipient of the International Association of Jewish 
Genealogical Society’s Lifetime Achievement Award 
in 2003; as well as their Outstanding Contribution to 
Jewish Genealogy via print for her two 
definitive books, Jewish Roots in Poland 
(1999) and Jewish Roots in Ukraine and 
Moldova (2000); and most recently, the 
Outstanding Resource Award for her 
website: www.rtrfoundation.org (2024).

•  Recipient of the Reference Award (of the 
Year) from the Association of Jewish 
Libraries (2000).

•  Recipient of the Malcolm H. Stern 
Humanitarian Award from the 
Federation of Genealogical Societies 
(2020).

One of the most important archives of Jewish genealogy 
in the world, The Miriam Weiner Jewish Genealogy 
Collection consists of books, town & region maps (some 
200 years old), ancestral town videos, photographs, 
paintings (Judaic & Holocaust themed), published 
articles, antique postcards, archive inventories (from six 
countries in Eastern Europe and Israel, Central Archives 
for the History of the Jewish People/CAHJP), U.S. 
Holocaust & Memorial Museum; document copies, and 
various items of Judaica, all connected to archives and 
towns in Eastern Europe. Eventually, Miriam’s website 
will also become part of the Collection and the website 
will be hosted by the Museum.  Some of her surname 
lists and document copies are not available elsewhere or 
online and will be searchable by surname as well as by 
ancestral town name. 
From a Jewish genealogical standpoint, this is a historic 
and monumental contribution, unique unto itself.  
When I asked ChatGPT, ‘Who has had the greatest 
impact on Jewish Genealogy?’ the answer was: ‘The 
strongest case is usually made for Miriam Weiner 
because of her ground-breaking archival access work 
across Eastern Europe.’ The Museum’s accession of 
Miriam’s collection follows two previous unique Tulsa 
acquisitions:  The Bob Dylan Collection and The 
Woodie Guthrie Collection.
YOU MIGHT BE ASKING YOURSELVES…WHY 
TULSA?  Because genealogy, history, and one’s “roots” 
go hand-in-hand. Miriam has deep roots in Tulsa, as 
her maternal grandparents, Alexander and Miriam (for 
whom she is named) Rabkin moved to Tulsa in 1918 
from Albany, New York, along with their three children: 

Helen, Ruth and Eddie, all of whom 
grew up in Tulsa. 

Miriam states: “In my teens, 
my mother told me the story of 
her mother, Miriam Odnopozov 
Rabkin’s death, who I had just 
assumed died from ‘natural causes.’”
One night, my grandmother was 
taking a walk and as she walked 
down the alley to return home, 
her neighbor called to her from 
her kitchen window and they 
began chatting over the fence.  At 
this time, a neighbor opened a 
window in his house and shot my 
grandmother in the head. She was 
gravely wounded and died the next 
day. I have newspaper articles from 
almost every day that week — the first 
one where the neighbor claimed at the 
trial that he thought my grandmother 
was a prowler peeking in his window (untrue & 
ludicrous) and in several more days, the ‘not guilty’ 
verdict came in.
Helen said: “Many years after my mother was killed, 
a local man told my father: ‘I was formerly a member 
of the KKK, but when they shot your wife, I quit 
the Klan.’   Also, some others told Alexander that in 
the 1920s, there was a $100 bounty ($1,950 in 2026 
dollars) paid to Klan members for killing a Jew and 
that my grandmother ‘wasn’t the only one.’”  
Through the years, countless people have asked 
Miriam if she was a child of Holocaust survivors 
because of her passion for this work. Her reply:  
“It was the same antisemitism—whether [my] 
grandmother died in the gas chambers at Auschwitz 
or in an alley in Tulsa—the hate was the same and 
the resulting pain and loss were the same for those 
she left behind.”

Helen Rabkin graduated from Tulsa Central High 
School in 1931 along with other notable Jewish Tulsans 
including Rosetta Froug, George Renberg, Cecile Kahn, 
and Celia Livingston. Helen played the ukulele, sang 
at events around town and also on local radio stations. 
She was president of the Junior Hadassah, and active in 
other Jewish organizations here in Tulsa in the 1930s. 
Alexander (known as “Pops”) Rabkin and his business 
partner, Abe Stekoll, opened the first outdoor silent 

movie theater (not a drive-in … people had to park 
their cars next door) on August 3, 1923, located at 5th 
& Detroit; he owned a bathhouse, built a hotel, and 
ran buses during WWII from outlying towns like Sand 
Springs and Sapulpa to the Douglas Aircraft plant.  
Rabkin was the first Jew to be employed by Southern 
Hills Country Club as a night clerk for 10 years, 
decades before Jews were even admitted as members! 
They even gave him a gold watch when he retired.
Alexander and Miriam Rabkin, Eddie and his wife 
Jessie Rabkin, as well as Miriam’s first cousin, Lillian, 
and her husband Bernard Roberts from Nowata, are all 
buried at Rose Hill Cemetery. 
The current library within the SMMJA will be renovated 
and remodeled to accommodate the Weiner Collection. 
According to Tracey Herst-Woods, Deputy Director of 
the SMMJA and Chief Museum Officer, “The Museum is 
humbled and grateful for Miriam’s life’s work to make the 
SMMJA its home. The work now starts to create a space 
that is worthy of her collection.” An official opening of 
the Collection for the entire Jewish Community will be 
announced at a future date.   

Phil Goldfarb is the president of the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Tulsa 

and can be e-mailed at:  
phil.goldfarb@cox.net. 

During Miriam's first visit to Ukraine, she was told that this archive had an "extensive 
collection" of Torahs that they had “received for safekeeping.” Miriam asked to see these 
Torahs and then spent the next two hours “begging” to receive permission to photograph 
them. Finally, she was able to hold and display one of the Torahs. Central State Historical 
Archives in Kiev, Ukraine / May 1991 

Miriam Weiner at SMMJA library, May 2026
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FOSTERING CONNECTION AND COMMUNITY 
THROUGH TULSA TOGETHER

by Rebekah Kantor Wunsch, Executive Director, Tulsa Tomorrow and
Sarah Howman, Director of Community Engagement, Jewish Tulsa

Rebekah:
Moving to a new city is exciting, but it can also feel like a 
lot without the right connections. That’s exactly why Tulsa 
Together was created.
Tulsa Together is a collaborative initiative between Tulsa 
Tomorrow and Jewish Tulsa, built to help new Tulsans 
feel at home more quickly. By pairing newcomers with 
welcoming local hosts, the program creates natural, one-on-
one connections that make navigating a new city feel more 
personal and approachable.
For new residents, Tulsa Together offers something incredibly 
valuable: a built-in support system. Whether it is meeting 
for coffee, attending a local event, or getting advice on 
neighborhoods and community life, participants have someone 
in their corner from the start. It is simple, but it can completely 
change the experience of settling into a new place.
For those who already call Tulsa home, serving as a host is a 
meaningful way to get involved. It is a chance to open your 
circle, share what you love about the city, and help someone 
else find their place here. Hosting is open to all ages! The only 
requirment is you know and love Tulsa. These connections 
often grow into lasting friendships, authentically strengthening 
the community.

Sarah:
While Tulsa Together is launching through this partnership, 
the vision is to grow well beyond it. You don’t need to be 
directly involved with either organization to serve as a host 
for newcomers. As the program gains momentum, the goal is 
to create a wider network of diverse Jewish Tulsans to share 
connections and support for new Tulsans. 
When my husband David and I were new in Tulsa before 
we started our jobs, it was the smallest details that made 
the biggest impact. We’re thankful for the hand-holding we 
received, even in the absence of a formal program like Tulsa 
Together. Isabella Silberg took me to coffee, Rebekah took us 
to lunch, and it was truly the personalized touch we needed to 
jumpstart our lives in Tulsa.
At its core, Tulsa Together is about belonging. When people feel 
welcomed and connected, they are more likely to stay, invest, 
and build their lives here.
Whether you are new to Tulsa or have been here for years, 
there is a place for you in Tulsa Together. Join us in building a 
more connected, welcoming city, one relationship at a time.  

Sign up to be a host.
All are welcome. 

Know a new Tulsan? 
Send them the new 
Tulsan Intake Form! 

Tucked away on a quiet cul-de-sac, this
beautiful 4-bedroom home offers rare
privacy and stunning views backing directly
to a peaceful greenbelt and pond. Inside, a
sun-drenched, open layout features a
main-level primary suite and a versatile flex
space designed for effortless everyday
living and entertaining. Complete with a
new covered deck for year-round
relaxation, this property perfectly blends
peaceful neighborhood charm with
convenient access to Tulsa.  2202 S 113th
West Court, Sapulpa | $404,500

Located on the 20th floor in Tulsa's highly
sought-after Riverview area, this move-in-
ready condo offers stunning sunset views and
effortless urban living. The interior has been
beautifully updated with fresh paint, luxury
vinyl plank flooring, a remodeled bathroom,
and a refreshed kitchen featuring a new
butcher block countertop. Residents will also
enjoy peace of mind and premium amenities,
including 24-hour security, a 7th-floor
saltwater pool, reserved garage parking, and
an all-inclusive HOA that creates a true lock-
and-leave lifestyle. 1502 S Boulder Avenue
20B, Tulsa | $135,000

JENNY WILNER | (415) 624-7353  
JWILNER@MCGRAWREALTORS.COM 
@JENWILNERSELLSTULSA

JUST LISTED  green spaces & urban places!

Stan Khrapak and Morgan Creekmore paired up with new Tulsans 
Elliot and Michael Levy at the L’Chaim Campaign Dinner. 
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Ogden Farr   
Recipient of the Jeanette Altman Frieden BBYO Excellence in 
Education Scholarship
BBYO has changed me in ways I could have never imagined. When I 
came to the organization, I was a shy little kid, and coming out of it I am 
a more confident, better off person. I could not thank the organization 

enough for all that it has done for me and everything its taught me. I 
recommend it to any Jewish teen entering high school, as you will not regret 

the relationships you make and the lessons you learn.

Gavin Zelkind   
BBYO has had a huge impact on my life, both personally and as a leader.  
When I first joined, I was looking for a way to connect with other Jewish 
teens, but I found so much more than that. BBYO gave me a community 
where I felt welcomed, supported, and encouraged to be myself. Through 

chapter events, conventions, meetings, and leadership opportunities, I built 
friendships that have become some of the most meaningful relationships in my 

life. Next year I will be attending Oklahoma State University to pursue a degree in 
Biology: Pre-Med and continue my musicianship with a minor in music performance.

Sarah Joels   
Recipient of the Jeanette Altman Frieden BBYO Excellence in 

Education Scholarship 

BBYO has been a huge part of my life throughout high school. It gave me 
the chance to meet some of my closest friends, get involved in the Jewish 
community, and take on leadership opportunities that helped me grow and 
become more confident. I am especially grateful to David Finer for everything 
he has done for Tulsa BBYO and for the impact he has had on so many teens 
over the years. I am also thankful to have received a BBYO scholarship to support my 

college education. This fall, I will be attending Oklahoma State University to study 
Marketing, and I am excited to see where that journey takes me.

Arielle Auerbach  
When I joined BBYO as a freshman, I had no idea how much it would impact 

my high school experience. What started as a way to meet other Jewish teens 
quickly became a very meaningful experience in my life. One of the greatest things 

BBYO gave me was the chance to connect with people from across the region and 
around the world. While I loved spending time with my chapter, some of my favorite 

experiences came from CLTC and IC. Attending CLTC challenged me to grow as a leader 
and pushed me outside my comfort zone, while also helping me build friendships with people 
I never would have met otherwise. IC was even more impactful. Being surrounded by thousands 
of Jewish teens from different backgrounds showed me how diverse, connected, and vibrant the 
Jewish community truly is. It was inspiring to see so many people come together to celebrate their shared 
Jewish identity while also bringing their own unique perspectives and experiences. Throughout IC, I attended programs 
that challenged me to think in new ways, met people I still keep in touch with, and felt a sense of connection to the global 
Jewish community that I had never experienced before. IC showed me that no matter where I go, I am part of something 
much larger than myself. This sense of belonging I felt there will stay with me for the rest of my life. More than 
anything, BBYO gave me a sense of belonging. As I prepare to attend Smith College, where I plan to study American 

History, I am excited to continue learning, growing, and building new connections with more Jewish people and 
organizations. BBYO has helped prepare me for this next chapter by teaching me the importance of engaging 

with the Jewish community outside of the synagogue. I am grateful for the experiences and memories BBYO 
has given me, and I know its impact will stay with me long after graduation.

Pacey Brody  
Recipient of the Jeanette Altman Frieden BBYO Excellence in 

Education Scholarship
BBYO has been one of the most impactful parts of my high school experience. When 

I first joined, I was looking for a way to meet new people and get more involved in the 
Jewish community. What I found was a place where I built lasting friendships, developed 

leadership skills, and discovered opportunities that helped me grow personally and 
professionally.
Over the past four years, BBYO has given me experiences that I never would have had otherwise. 
Through serving board positions for my chapter, I learned how to lead a team, organize events, communicate effectively, and 
support others. These positions taught me responsibility, problem-solving, and how to work with people who have different 
perspectives. BBYO showed me that leadership is not just about making decisions but about helping others feel included.
One of the most meaningful experiences for me was attending ILTC. Being surrounded by Jewish teens from across North 
America challenged me to become more confident, independent, and open to new ideas. I returned home with stronger 
leadership skills and a better understanding of the impact one person can have on a community. Another highlight was 
chairing Kallah, where I helped create programs that encouraged conversations and connections.
Beyond leadership, BBYO gave me friendships and memories I will carry for life. Through conventions, chapter events, and 
service projects, BBYO became a place where I felt supported and encouraged to be my best self.

This fall, I will attend Emerson College in Boston, majoring in Musical Theatre with a minor in Language and 
Communication Sciences. I hope to earn a master's degree in Speech-Language Pathology. As I begin this next 

chapter, I am grateful for everything BBYO has taught me. The confidence, leadership skills, friendships, and 
sense of community I found through BBYO have helped shape who I am today.

.

Tuvya Stout      
The last 2.5 years in BBYO have been some of the best times in my life and I'm gonna 

cherish all the memories I’ve made. BBYO has been a space where I’ve been able to 
learn and grow myself and my leadership skills so much. I’ve made friends that I wouldn’t 

have found anywhere else. I’m so grateful for BBYO and everything it’s given to me. I hope 
anyone in the Jewish high school community who is looking for a place to belong can find 

BBYO and find their home like I did. I wouldn’t trade it for the world. I plan to continue my 
work in construction and hopefully come back as an Advisor.

BBYO 2026 Graduating Class
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Butterflies 
Honoring Donors 
to the Zarrow Pointe

Stephen Dudley 
    Birthday wishes to Linda Allen

Sallye Mann 
    Birthday wishes to Linda Allen

Sallye Mann 
    Speedy recovery to Mimi Tarrasch

Ed and Betty Sherman 
    Speedy recovery to Mimi Tarrasch   

Julie Frank 
    In memory of Eunice Frank

Harris Prescott 
    In memory of Mindy Prescott

Marilyn Smith 
    In memory of Fannie Ecker

Susan Surchev 
    In memory of Alica Urban, Alexander Urban, 
and Dr. Eva Berkowitz-Urban
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STILL CONNECTED: BBYO CLASS OF 1979-80
by Wendy Kahn May

Recently, fourteen of us—
childhood friends from 
Tulsa BBYO—gathered in 

Dallas, TX for an informal reunion 
that was equal parts nostalgic, 
meaningful, and deeply joyful. We 
are the BBYO class that graduated 
high school between 1979 and 
1980, and more than four decades 
later, our bond remains as strong 
as ever.
We came together at the 
welcoming home of Karen Strauss 
Cohen to share a Friday night 
Shabbat dinner, launching a 
weekend rooted in friendship, 
reflection, and gratitude. From the 
moment we sat around the table, it 
felt as though no time had passed at 
all. As always, we picked up right where we left off.
Over the course of the weekend, we shared old 
memories that only we could truly understand—
stories of youth, laughter, and growing up together. 
We laughed until our sides hurt, shed a few tears as we 
reflected on life’s challenges and milestones, and created 
new memories that will stay with us just as long as 
the old ones. There was comfort in the familiarity and 
joy in seeing how each of us has grown, yet we have 
remained connected at our core.
Again and again, our conversations returned to Tulsa—
how growing up there shaped us, grounded us, and 
ultimately became the glue that holds us together. We 
marveled at how special the Tulsa Jewish community 
was in our formative years and how its values of 
connection, support, and belonging continue to live 
within us. It gave us more than a childhood; it gave us 
lifelong friendships and a shared sense of identity.
This reunion was a powerful reminder that the 
relationships and values rooted in BBYO and the Tulsa 
Jewish community have remained a meaningful part of 
our lives, continuing to connect and inspire us all these 
years later.  

Front row left to right:  Craig Jankowsky, Karen Strauss Cohen, Kathy Brodsky Living, Robin 
Strauss Bohbot, Gil Gruwer, Marc Milsten, Marjorie Katz Evilsizer, Susie Cohen Kaye, Neal 
Frenkel; Second row left to right: Sandi Maske Calvin, Beth Bernstein Mittman, Wendy Kahn May, 
Ted Kriegsman, Gayle Schreier 

Please note that the telephone number listed in the 2014 Tulsa Jewish 
Community Directory is incorrect. We apologize for any inconvenience.

The correct number for Fitzgerald Funeral Service is 918-585-1151.

918.585.1151

22 23JewishTulsa .org



Please visit www.tulsagogue.com/events 
for more information and to register for 
Synagogue services and events. 

Blatt + Blue
Thursday, July 9  | 7:00 p.m.
The Commandant’s Shadow (2024) 
is a documentary about the son of 
Auschwitz commandant Rudolf 
Höss confronting his father’s role 
in the Holocaust. The film follows 
conversations between Höss’s family 
and Holocaust survivor Anita 
Lasker-Wallfisch, exploring guilt, 
memory, and inherited trauma. 
Through interviews and archival 
footage, it examines how later 
generations reckon with one of 
history’s darkest atrocities. The film 
is available for viewing on HBOMax. 
Join us for our film conversation on 
Zoom (918 583 7121). Newcomers 
are welcome to join the dialogue. 

Bibi Dibi: Shabbat for Little Ones
Friday, July 10 | 5:30 p.m.
Join us for a Shabbat gathering 
crafted for babies and their families. 
Revel in the joy of singing songs, 
playing games, and savoring a 
delightful Shabbat dinner. It's an 
excellent opportunity to establish 
and embrace your own family 
traditions. While no reservation is 
required for the celebration, we ask 
you to secure your spot for the meal 
by registering online. 

Learning Over Lunch: History of 
Jewish Musical Liturgy
Wednesdays, July 14, 21, and 28 | 
12:00 p.m.
Join Sara Levitt for a special 3-part 
learning series exploring the rich 
history and evolution of Jewish 
musical liturgy. From the ancient 
melodies of the Temple to the 
diverse musical traditions shaped 
by Jewish communities around the 
world, this engaging session will 
trace how prayer, culture, and music 
have intertwined across centuries. 
Discover the origins of beloved 
liturgical melodies, the influence 
of regional styles, and the ways 
Jewish music continues to inspire 
spiritual connection today. Indicate 
your attendance through website 
registration, and bring your own 

vegetarian lunch to enjoy. 

ShulSchool at the Pool
Sunday, July 19 | 9:00 a.m.
Missing your ShulSchool and 
Synagogue friends? We’re excited 
to get together for a morning of 
connection, snacks, and fun. We’ll 
meet at the Tulsa Jewish Community 
pool. There is no cost to attend, but 
please indicate your attendance 
through website registration. 

Tisha B’Av in Film 
Wednesday, July 22 | 6:00 p.m. 
Join us this Tisha B'Av for a powerful 
and poignant film screening as 
we reflect on the tragedies of 
Jewish history and the enduring 
consequences of hatred and violence. 
Our screening will echo the themes 
of loss, hope, and resistance that are 
central to Tisha B'Av, making it a 
meaningful and thought-provoking 
experience for this solemn day. 
There is no cost to attend, but please 
indicate your attendance through 
website registration. 

Shabbat Shalom Musical Circle and 
Dinner
Friday, July 24 | 5:30 p.m. 
Experience a musical Shabbat 
evening with songs and storytelling. 
This inclusive and accessible event 
is an ideal introduction to Shabbat 
traditions, welcoming participants of 
all ages and backgrounds. Following 
services, we’ll enjoy a beautiful 
Shabbat dinner together at 6:15 p.m. 
Reserve your spot at the Shabbat 
table through online registration.

Tu B’Av: Made for Each Other Jewelry 
Workshop
Wednesday, July 29 | 6:00 p.m. 
Celebrate love and creativity this 
Tu B’Av, Jewish Valentine’s Day, by 
creating lasting jewelry with your 
special someone. This jewelry-

making workshop will engage in 
designing and crafting meaningful, 
handmade pieces while enjoying 
connection, conversation, and fun. 
Whether you’re creating matching 
bracelets, personalized necklaces, 
or a unique gift for one another, this 
memorable experience is the perfect 
way to honor the holiday of love with 
something beautiful you can cherish 
forever. Reserve your place for this 
special evening through website 
registration. 

Afternoon/Evening Services
Join us on Wednesdays and 
Fridays at 5:30 p.m. in the Davis-
Goodall Chapel for traditional 
prayer and community Mourner’s 
Kaddish. Both in-person and Zoom 
participation are available. Please 
register for in-person attendance on 
our website.

Shabbat Morning Services
Every Saturday at 9:30 a.m., we 
celebrate Shabbat through song, 
Torah study, and fellowship. These 
services, available both in-person 
and via Zoom, offer a chance to mark 
anniversaries, celebrate milestones, 
and engage in our congregation's 
ritual life.  
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B’nai Emunah Birthday Bash CEleBratEs  
110 years of Jewish LifE in tulsa

This spring, Congregation B’nai Emunah gathered for its 
annual B’nai Emunah Birthday Bash, marking 110 years 
since the congregation formally opened its doors in Tulsa.

The story, however, begins even earlier.
In 1903, a small group of Jewish residents gathered 

for prayer and community, forming the nucleus of what 
would eventually become Congregation B’nai Emunah. By 
1915, the group had incorporated, and in 1916 opened its 
first synagogue building. From those humble beginnings, 
B’nai Emunah has grown alongside Tulsa itself, serving 
generations of Jewish families through periods of 
tremendous change in both the city and the American 
Jewish landscape.

While much has changed over the past century, the 
congregation’s core purpose has remained remarkably 
consistent: creating Jewish community rooted in learning, 
belonging, service, and tradition.

At this year’s Birthday Bash, members and friends 
reflected not only on the congregation’s history, but 
also on its future. Today, B’nai Emunah is animated 
by a conviction that Judaism in Tulsa, Oklahoma can 
be vibrant, ambitious, and influential far beyond the 
boundaries of a single community. We believe that Tulsa—
and Congregation B’nai Emunah—can be a bright spot for 
Judaism in America.

That vision is reflected in the congregation’s diverse 
and growing work. The B’nai Emunah Preschool, recently 
named Best Preschool in Tulsa by Tulsa People Magazine, 
continues to serve as a cornerstone of family engagement. 
The congregation’s expanding afterschool program and 
new Camp Kesher summer camp are already connected 
to national networks of synagogue innovation and are 
helping shape models that other historic congregations are 
studying and adapting.

Beyond traditional educational programming, B’nai 
Emunah has also developed initiatives that bring 
Jewish values into public life. The Altamont Bakery and 
Seventeenth Street Deli have become gathering places 
that connect Jewish culture and community with the 
broader Tulsa community. The congregation’s refugee 
resettlement program, launched in partnership with HIAS, 
has become a nationally recognized model replicated by 
other congregations and remains a powerful example 
of what active commitments to justice, hospitality, and 
human dignity can look like in our present moment.

The evening also provided an opportunity to recognize 
the extraordinary contributions of Shelli Wright, who 
retired this year after more than two decades leading the 
B’nai Emunah Preschool. Generations of children and 
families have been shaped by her warmth, wisdom, and 
steadfast commitment to early childhood education. As 
the congregation celebrates its past and invests in its 
future, honoring Shelli’s legacy served as a reminder that 
institutions endure because of the people who devote 
themselves to nurturing community, one relationship at a 
time.

As guests gathered for the Birthday Bash, they 
celebrated more than a milestone anniversary. They 
celebrated a living congregation—one that honors its past 
while continuing to imagine what Jewish life can become.

One hundred and ten years after opening its first 
building, and more than 120 years after a handful of Jews 
first gathered for prayer in Tulsa, Congregation B’nai 
Emunah continues to write the next chapter of its story: 
building a Jewish community that is rooted in tradition, 
responsive to the needs of the moment, and confident in 
the possibilities of the future.
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All services and events except those 
marked with * will be held on the 
campus of the CSJCC in the Sylvan 
Auditorium. 

Jewish Federation of Tulsa
2021 E. 71st St, Tulsa 74136

Visit our Temple Israel website www.
templetulsa.com and our events page 
for details about all we offer! 
Shabbat Services in person, on Zoom 
& Facebook Live • Fri., July 3 • 6:00 
p.m. • 
Join us as we welcome Shabbat! 
Arrive early for our pre-oneg at 5:30 
p.m., including a variety of light 
snacks and beverages.

Zarrow Pointe Shabbat Service • Fri., 
July 10 • 4:00 p.m. • 
We cordially invite all those who 
wish to join us for this meaningful 
Friday evening service, held in the 
Burnstein Auditorium at Zarrow 
Pointe. We welcome all friends in our 
community who would appreciate 
being together on Shabbat, in 
addition to Temple members and 
Zarrow Pointe residents.

Birthday Shabbat Service in person, on 
Zoom & Facebook Live • Fri., July 10 • 
6:00 p.m. • 
Celebrate our June birthdays with us 
at this special Birthday Shabbat and 
receive a small gift from us! We gather 
as a community before the service at 
5:30 pm for time to schmooze and 
enjoy snacks and beverages.

Temple Israel After Hours * • Mon., July 
13 • 6:00 p.m. • 
Temple Israel’s Brotherhood invites 
you to join them at Carrabba’s Italian 
Grill for dinner and a chance to 
unwind in a private room! This pay-
your-way event is open to anyone in 
the community, not just Brotherhood 
members. Please visit the Temple 
Israel “Events” page on our website to 
sign up by Monday, July 7. Carrabba’s 
is located at 11021 E. 71st St. in Tulsa.

Shabbat Services in person, on Zoom 
& Facebook Live • Fri., July 17 • 6:00 
p.m. • 
Join us as we welcome Shabbat! 
Arrive early for our pre-oneg at 5:30 

p.m., including a variety of light 
snacks and beverages.

Gourmets on the Go at The Tropical * 
•  Sun., July 19 • 12:00 p.m. • 
This month, our dining series takes 
us to a Tulsa favorite known for fresh 
food and bold Thai flavors!  Join us 
for this pay-your-own-way lunch—
seats are limited, so please sign up via 
the Temple Israel website events page 
by Tuesday, July 8. The Tropical is 
located at 8125 E. 49th Street in Tulsa. 

Poetry, Songs, & Stories of Lament * • 
Wed., July 22 • 8:00 p.m. • 
Tisha B'Av is a day of mourning 
that marks the overlap of multiple 
tragedies for the Jewish people over 
the course of millennia. We will gather 
to share poems, music, and stories 
of loss and lament. Rabbi Appel is 
sharing a number of these, and there 
is space for your contributions as 
well, so bring poems or brief stories 
that you would like to share.  Please 
sign up through the Temple Israel 
website events page by Tuesday, July 
21.  We will be in the Activity Space at 
the Temple Offices.

Anniversary Shabbat Service in 
person, on Zoom, & Facebook Live • 
Fri., July 24 • 6:00 p.m • 
Welcome in Shabbat and celebrate 
significant anniversaries with us. 
Each month, we honor congregants 
with a special gift and a blessing on the 
bimah for reaching their milestone 
anniversaries. Start celebrating early 
at our 5:30 p.m. joyous pre-oneg.

Temple Reads – TI’s Adult Book Club * 
• Tues., July 28 • 6:00 p.m. • 
Temple Israel’s Adult Education 
Committee invites you to read Going 
Out with Knots: My Two Kaddish 
Years with Hebrew Poetry by Wendy I. 
Zierler with us in July, then join us to 
discuss and enjoy light snacks! Please 

visit the Temple Israel “Events” page 
on our website for a full reading 
list and to sign up. Our book club 
will meet in the Activity Space at the 
Temple Offices.

Blooms & Bites * • Wed., July 29 • 5:30 
p.m. • 
Back by popular demand! Bring your 
beloved and join us for Blooms and 
Bites, a celebration of Tu B'Av, also 
known as the Jewish Day of Love.  
Come enjoy drinks and appetizers, 
learn about Tu B'Av, and create a 
beautiful bouquet with your loved 
one that you will take home to 
enjoy. Please sign up through the 
Temple Israel website events page by 
Thursday, July 23.  Our gathering will 
take place in the Activity Space at the 
Temple Offices.  
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